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BIZI\BBE llnlockmg The “Buttertly” In Tlmes ﬂl
COVID “Ghaos™

Romin U. Jain
B.A. B. Ed. Semester-7

As a educator, can we think conducting classes beyond Zoom,
MS-Teams, Google Meet and Webex?

“It used to be thought that the events that
changedthe world were things like big bombs,
maniac politicians, huge earthquakes, or
vast population movements, but it has now
been realized that this is a very old-fashioned
view held by people totally out of touch with
modern thought. The things that change the
world, according to Chaos theory, are the
tiny things. A butterfly flaps its wings in the
Amazonian jungle, and subsequently a storm
ravages half of Europe.”

— from Good Omens, by Terry Pratchett
and Neil Gaiman

“That is bizarre!”, anyone would have
yelled out, had this idea of writing this been
conceived sometime around the good old
school days. Butterfly and Chaos, seemingly
two different words forming parts of two
completely different phenomena and | would
have labelled myself mad for associating
the former as the cause of the latter. How
irritating, unreal, reasonless, stupid, insane
sounding that would be had the mere

flapping of the cute little butterfly’s wings
be called out being the reason for causing a
cyclone! Laughed at it, you did, right? Well, |
did that too!

There willalways be a few studentsin every
class, who dare to think of teaching the same
topic better than their teacher is teaching. A
few out of those daring ones actually do the
real dare viz. picking up teaching as a job and
no sooner it is that this class of individuals
forget the real deal behind picking up the
job, what they wished as students: Doing
different and better!

It has prompted me to dwell for the
possibilityofapplyingthetheoryineducation.
In this dive for reading, something that flew
past flabbergasting, the aspirant teacher’s
senses was the coveted “Butterfly effect”.

Two theories that obviously steal the
glimmer here are “Butterfly” and “Chaos”.
These theories push to believe that we have
only been teaching while there was always
room for doing something different.
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What is everyone doing?

Logging into Zoom, Microsoft Teams,
CISCO WebEx, Google Meet (or read here any
such platform of your choice) and delivering.
Yes, that is pretty much it!

What could also be done?

Engaging Podcasts:

Podcasts are supposedly modern-day
everything. Perhaps podcasts will work best
with a pre-designed agenda of live online
classes wherein both of them carry a pre-
decided load. Invite someone noteworthy if
they wish to be in it or if not, simply allow
a few kids turn by turn to share their views.
Expected to work like a charm, this will
possibly not only bring the co-learning space
close to an in-person classroom but may
even make it better.

Conjunction Classes: The need of the
hour is to understand that, even if the
educational institutions open up, there will
be a specific portion of beneficiaries who
will either choose to stay home citing safety
reasons or some who will have to stay home
on account of having caught an infection.
Let’s call it “Conjunction Classes”, a concept
wherein the same class can be conducted
simultaneously online and offline, needing
just an online meeting platform to be set up
on a device.

Experimenting with technology:

Experimentation is the only key we have
left to achieve desired results. The surviving
web around as educators is to be rubbed off.
What if you were told that you could have
custom link shorteners for free? What if peer
to peer file sharing could also be done for
free? What if you were told you do not need
tons of cloud storage? What if you needed to
learn nothing humongous as much you think
to survive these times? Moreover, what if
you were told that none of the above is a
blind bluff? All that you will need to do is to
ponder for yourself. Why not try a scheduled
multi-dimensional, multi-lingual group chat

18

on an educational topic on your favourite
messaging app.

The PowerPoint curse: The name is
“PowerPoint”, not “DisempowerPoint”.
Fetch your sticks against as you read this
but asserted herein “PowerPoint is modern,
maybe you who is not!” Not to mention but
PowerPoint is, was and maybe will continue
to dominate as the de facto standard for
presentations be in classrooms or otherwise
and trust when this is being said, it deserves
tobeso;itisjustusatthe epicenter. Microsoft
may have updated PowerPoint software a
thousand times, but we have failed to do
that for ourself. Check out for yourself what
wonders it can churn out!

Eradicating the shame to learn: Often
causes the wonder why, but there positions a
block as soon as we label ourselves educators.
The shame to learn is to be eradicated, and
students guiding us towards technology are
actually to be given opportunity and scope
instead of being labelled “too over-smart”
for doing so.

Why only in these times?

Education is one of the worst-hit sectors
that the pandemic chose as a target. We are
hit, actually struck very badly and singing on
a sinking Titanic may not be our best choice.
The rendition of the butterfly effect in times
as critical as the ones we are facing right now
is nothing more than rendered trust in the
world’s very mechanics that all it needs is one
act of genuine and sincere effort. It is bizarre
if a butterfly phenomenon is associated with
causing a cyclone but definitely not bizarre if
the differently targeted approach of a single
educator renders unthinkable outcomes.

So, for the next time, until somebody points
out that the mere flapping of a butterfly’s
wings can induce a cyclone, assurance is that
we shalllaugh together, but until then this cute
little butterfly is what shines from beyond the
COVID Mountains as a ray of hope! Log into
your classes, do something different and let
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Catering to the Multiple Intelligences of
learners in online teaching mode

Dr. Swarnabharati
Asst. Professor, [ITE

One of the significant differences among
learners is their learning styles. Each person
has unique intelligence, and each thrivesin a
specific learning environment, while struggle
in others. Still, if asked, many people will tell
you that someone is intelligent when they
are good at maths, or science, or when they
are articulate or speak several languages.

According to Howard Gardner, there
are eight different types of intelligence,
and people can have varying levels of each
intelligence, and they can change over time.
Teachers can use multiple intelligences in
the classroom to benefit their students by
customizing lessons, classroom layouts, and
assignments for these multiple intelligences.

As a teacher, Gardner’s Ml theory makes
perfectsenseto me. We come across students
who cannot write a coherent paragraph but
can solve any puzzle you put in front of them.
Then there are also the restless ones who are
repeatedly tapping their pencil rhythmically
as they study because ‘it helps them think’,
or the so-called daydreamers, who conjure
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up fantastic explanations of a concept.

Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple
Intelligence:

Howard Gardner of Harvard University
first came up with the theory of multiple
intelligences in 1983. Gardner argues that
there are eight types of intelligence, far
more than the standard I.Q. test can account
for. He challenges any educational system
that assumes that learners can learn the
same materials in the same way and that a
uniform, universal measure suffices to test
student learning. He advocates that schools
and teachers should teach in a way that
supports all types of intelligences, not just
the traditional ones such as linguistic and
logical intelligences.

The Eight Intelligences:

1. Linguistic Intelligence (“word smart”)

2. Logical-Mathematical Intelligence
(“number/reasoning smart”)

3. Visual-Spatial Intelligence (“picture smart”)

4. Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence (“body
smart”)
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5. Musical Intelligence (“music smart”)

6. Interpersonal Intelligence (“people
smart”)

7. Intrapersonal Intelligence (“self smart”)

8. Naturalist Intelligence (“nature smart”)

Educational Benefits of Applying Multiple
Intelligences Theory

This theory’s benefits are many, and
they can be applied across all ages and in
all subjects. Students who are given ways
to learn and perform at their best are more
likely to enjoy the teaching-learning process
and are more likely to succeed academically.
Making the learners aware of the types
of intelligence helps in their self-learning
process too.

Being aware of the type of intelligence/s
most or all of the learners in the classroom
or group are high on, helps the teacher use
techniques that enable the learners to learn
faster and effectively. It also enables the
teacher to use multiple techniques to teach
a particular topic.

Multiple Intelligence & online teaching-
learning process:

With the COVID-19 pandemic, traditional
classroom teaching has come to a halt.
Teachers and students are alike compelled
to use online platforms and tools to continue
the teaching-learning process. Online
platforms provide a plethora of tools and
material that comes in handy to cater to the
invisible students’ multiple intelligences in
online teaching.

As a literature teacher, teaching learners
both at undergraduate and postgraduate
levels, the main task is to make the learners
understand a literary text’s aesthetics.
Classroom teaching enables the learner to
understand what the teacher is trying to say
through non-verbal cues, many examples,
elaborate explanation and role play, to
imagine and understand the text, but the
same is difficult and challenging especially
in online teaching. After all, that is how we

teachers learnt from our teachers! However,
with lack or indecipherable non-verbal
communication on online platforms and
paucity of time available in online teaching,
this becomes a bit difficult!

Well, this was only an assumption!
Necessity is the mother of invention.

It is essential to address and take into
account the mental, cognitive, psychomotor,
affective domains, linguistics, and much
more while teaching literature, especially to
make the learner feel and understand the
aesthetics of the text.

This generation is quite tech-savvy; the
onus lies on the teacher to look for the
right tools to serve the purpose. So, while
teaching a simple play like Mahesh Dattani’s
Tara, which the playwright himself urges to
watch rather than read, primarily because
of the sheer attention that the playwright
gives to stage direction in the play. The
music accompanying the play composed
by German composer Johannes Brahms
is nothing more but appeal to a musically
intelligent audience.

Anotherexampleis George Bernard Shaw’s
famous play Pygmalion. Unavoidably what
better a choice than allowing the students
to listen to the Cockney accent. Moreover,
why not use Sir Michael Caine’s Cockney
accent to make students understand the
differences between Cockney English and
Standard English. In mocking such an accent
and the ragamuffin girl Eliza Dolittle’s initial
behavioural scheme, why skip adding fuel to
the fire of bodily-kinesthetic learners.

Teaching in the Way the Child Learns

To conclude, teaching using the multiple
intelligence theory is essentially teaching in
the way the child learns. As a teacher, it is
important to use multiple intelligences in the
classroom, but first you must understand the
multiple intelligence theory and know which
intelligences your students have to be able
to teach them in the best way possible.

(Reference:
https://www.uopeople.edu/blog/what-is-the-
multiple-intelligences-theory/
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(Reference: Multiple Intelligences in the Classroom for Teaching and Learning (uopeople.edu) ) 
https://www.uopeople.edu/blog/what
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