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Never err from Truth,

Never err from Dharma,

Never neglect your well-being,
Never neglect your health,
Never neglect your prosperity,

Never neglect Svadhyaya and

Pravacana .

— Taittiriya Upanishad
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Sailing through the odds to fulfil the social responsibility

Hon. Education Ministers release IITE’s research report about the
impact of Online Education in the state on convocation day

It was a celebration time at Indian Institute
of Teacher Education (lITE) when all the
grant-in-aid and Government B.Ed. Colleges
of Gujarat got affiliated with the University.
| still remember our Hon. Vice-Chancellor
Dr Harshad Patel’'s words, when he had
addressed IITE staff members’ gathering at
the celebration.

He had said, “Now the responsibility of
lITE has expanded, and we are answerable
and accountable to the whole state. We
should feel concerned about guiding the
whole education system of the state and
the nation in this pandemic era of Corona.”
He had added, “When people are feeling
concerned more about saving the life of
people, who would save ‘education life’ of
our children? It is the time when IITE should
take the lead in this regard.”

These words of care and concern were
manifested onthe 10th Foundation Day when
Dr Patel announced five initiatives to boost

- Prof. Nishant Joshi
Asst. Professor, IITE

Education and Teacher Education’s spirit
by various means and ways. One of those
initiatives was, undertaking a research study
on tracking the trend of ‘Online Education’,
which has been the new normal in the post-
Covid19 world. No university in the state had
undertaken such study to check its impact
on the teaching-learning process, especially
from the education perspective. So, IITE took
the lead to research, which might be a ‘path
enlightening’ to the school education system
of Gujarat, which was struggling in the
pandemic era, as none of the stakeholders
was ready for the Online Education in terms
of physical resources and well-trained human
resources and pedagogy of online education.

Two faculty members of IITE Dr Sudhir
Tandel, Associate Professor, and Dr Nishant
Joshi, Assistant Professor, were entrusted
with the responsibility to carry out the
research. The main challenge in the research
work was the situation of Lockdown in the
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state. However, under the Vice-Chancellor
sir’s guidance, the research team decided to
take the challenge and roped in 15 professors
andteachersacross Gujarat. This was perhaps
the biggest inclusive survey on Online
Education in the state. We have recorded
views, opinions and suggestions of 300
stakeholders of school education in Gujarat
on various aspects of Online Education such
as curriculum, pedagogy, physical resources,
teacher training, assessment and evaluation,
time table and issues related to students,
parents, teachers, principals and school
management. It encompassed the data from
60 renowned educationists, 60 principals, 60
parents, 60 teachers and 60 management
authorities across all the Gujarat. We have
covered government, grant-in-aid and
private educational institutions situated
in rural, urban and municipal corporation
areas. Because of such comprehensiveness,
it has become a unique survey concluding
the findings and suggestions for all the six
crore people of Gujarat. The sample has
represented almost every stakeholder, each
and every district and each school type.

It is a matter of honour and privilege that
the research report of the survey on Online
Education was released by Honourable

Education Minister Shree Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama and Hon. Minister of State for
Education Smt. Vibhavariben Dave on the 3rd
Convocation Day Ceremony of IITE on 24th
December 2020. This extraordinary effort has
been appreciated a lot by these honourable
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ministers and other higher education and
school education fraternity since it will be
an authentic source for deciding the future
guidelines to be prepared by the education
department of Government of Gujarat,
GCERT, GSEB and other private educational
institutions of the state and even of the
nation as well.

This valuable document can lead the state
and the national government to a completely
separate policy document on Online
Education in the School Education that is the
dire need of the time since the pandemic is
still troubling the world in general and the
world of education specifically. The research
report throws light on existing challenges in
online education and the suggested ways to
cope with them.

The research initiative proves that the
Vice-Chancellor Dr Harshad Patel and his
team at IITE responding to any averse
situation by turning it into an opportunity.

At IITE, we are ready to take the
responsibility, and be a guiding force in the
teacher education system, to identify the
challenges faced by all the stakeholders.
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Chanakya Award - A Celebrating the Spirit of

Teacher Education

IITE to felicitate Students, Teachers and Institutions of Techer
Education with Chanakya Awards in June 2021

Most of you would remember your
favourite teachers in the schools, but do you
know who the teachers of your favourite
teachers were? As a common man of
society, we hardly know and understand the
importance of Teacher Educators, who shape
the teachers for society. They are teachers of
teachers.

Indian Institute of Teacher Education has
been established for nurturing the teachers
for future generations. To set a trend of
celebrating the pride of the teacher’s job
as a gratifying career, Hon. Vice-Chancellor
of IITE Dr. Harshad Patel had announced
‘Chanakya Award’ for Teacher Education on
the 10th Foundation Day of the University.
IITE has formulated the modalities of the
awards, which were made public on the 3rd
Convocation Day of the University on 24
December 2020.

Talking about the awards modalities, Prof.
Jayna Joshi said, “The award will be given
in three categories, namely Best Teacher
Trainee, Best Teacher Educator, and Best
Teacher Education Institute, and the recipients
of the award will be given a certificate, a
trophy and cash prize of Rs. 25 Thousand, Rs.
50 Thousand and Rs. One Lakh, respectively.
Every year, the awardees will be felicitated on
the Foundation Day of IITE on 30th June.”

Sharing the vision for the awards, Dr.
Harshad Patel, Vice-Chancellor of IITE said, “The
selfless service of a Teacher Educator should be
appreciated. Following the guidelines of NEP-
2020, IITE has set up the awards as an initiative
to revive Teacher Educators and Teacher
Education Institutes’ respect and performance
and motivate the Teacher Trainees to perform
their best. The awards will motivate them to
not only persevere excellence in their fields and
also to be recognised and appreciated for their
dedicated hard work.”
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lITE organised a weeklong workshop on ‘Art in Education’
between 12th December and 17th December

NCF, 2005 states that. ‘we must bring the
arts squarely into the curriculum domain,
infusing them in all areas of learning while
givingthem anidentity of their own at relevant
stages’. Art has always existed as an expression
for life, culture, traditions and science. NCF
stressed including art as a subject at all stages
of education covering all four major spheres,
i.e. music, dance, visual art and theatre.

‘Art in Education” is included as an
essential subject in 2 Year B.Ed. Curriculum.
Internal Quality Assurance Cell and Center
of Education, Indian Institute of Teacher
Education, Gandhinagar organised One Week
Workshop from 12th to 17th December 2020.

The workshop received participation from
across the states and the country. Around
1600 students from 26 Institutions and
200 educators and professionals across the
country participated in the workshop.

The workshop was inaugurated on 12th
December 2020 by Hon. Vice-Chancellor of
[ITE, Dr. Harshad Patel in the presence of Shri.
T.S. Joshi (Director, GCERT), Dr. Vijay Sevak,
former Associate Professor, V.T.Choksi College
of Education, Surat, and Dr. Himanshu Patel,
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Registrar, IITE, and the Principals of various
affiliated colleges of IITE. Convener of the
workshop Dr. Divya Sharma, Professor, Center
of Education and IQAC Coordinator welcomed
the guests and introduced the objectives of
the workshop.

The first session ‘Drama in Education:
Understanding the Concept’ was conducted
by Dr. Vijay Sevak. He introduced various
ideas of drama and how to use them in
teaching. Mr. Amit Barot conducted the
session on music. The third session was of
Fine Arts — Elements or art, Painting, Rangoli,
Clay Modelling etc. by Mr. Yogesh Pawar
Assistant Professor, Center of Education,
[ITE, Gandhinagar. The fourth session was on
Dance: Taal, Laya, Matra etc. writing of taal
and dance forms by Ms. Jigna Dixit, A Kathak
Exponent who enthusiastically represented
various mudras and taals and motivated the
participants to express themselves artistically.
The last session was on Curricular Plugins for
Embedding Art in Education by Prof. Divya
Sharma. The participants were given ideas as
to how they can integrate various forms of
arts in the curriculum.
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A Dedicatod MODC Platform for

Now Streaming: ANGIRA -IITE’s Glassroom without walls

Announced on the 10th Foundation Day, IITE launched activated ANGIRA — A dedicated
MOOC platform on the 3rd Convocation Day

Progress is a never ending process, and
at Indian Institute of Teacher Education,
progress also has the dynamism to deter the
odds and achieve envisaged goals. Hon. Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Harshad Patel had announced
setting up ANGIRA - a dedicated MOOC
(Massive Online Open Course) platform for
Teacher Education was announced on the
10th Foundation Day Celebration on 30 June
2020. His motivation and guidance led the
University to dedicate ANGIRA to the Teacher
Education fraternity on 24 December 2020.
ANGIRA is now functional initially with five
courses for students for self-learning.

Talking about ANGIRA, Prof. Divya Sharma
said, “Angira is a name of sage of vedic era,
who had brought Gods’ divine knowledge
to the humankind. For IITE, ANGIRA is also
an acronym of Academic Networked Global
Instructional Resources for Academicians.
It will offer an online platform for hosting
the Teacher Education Programs. It is an
opportunity to develop e-learning material for
Teacher Education Programs that are offered
at lITE. In the first phase IITE is offering the
opportunity to created e learning material
for the 2 Year B.Ed. and M.Ed.”

She further said, “Developed on the lines
of National level MOOC platform Swayam,
ANGIRA is dedicated to platform for Teacher
Education. We have started with five courses
at the moment including Psychology of
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learner, Perspectivesin Education, Curriculum
Development Principles, General Padagogy
for Mathematics & Science, and General
Pedagogy for Social Science, Languages &
Commerce.”

She added, “Each e-learning module will
be delivered in four quadrants including
Video Lecture of 30 to 40 minutes, PPT or
E-Text, Audio-Visual References, and Quiz
for Assessment. At present, it is offered as a
self-learning resource for the students. They
just need to register and login to ANGIRA
portal on angira.iite.ac.in to access the
courses for free.”

Sharing vision for ANGIRA, Hon. Vice-
Chancellor of IITE Dr. Harshad Patel said, “Sage
Angira can be a source of infinite inspiration.
In the times of COVID-19 Pandemic, the
classrooms without boundaries have proven
its need like never before. We all are teacher
educators and we are always having our
unigue methods of teaching of a specific topic
or subject. | invite all the Teacher Educators
to make the best use of ANGIRA platform and
channelize their best practices of teaching in
the never ending ocean of knowledge.”

Dr. Patel added, “They can contribute
videos in any language of their choice and
we will process it to ensure that your best
teachings reach to the millions of students
looking for knowledge and understanding of
a specific topic.”
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