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Why Avni Doshi, an Indian-origin author and Booker Prize
Nominee Author, chose to release her first novel with two
different titles and covers?

Avni is very common name in India, but
when we talk about Avni Doshi, the name not
only becomes special but brings smile on
literary enthusiasts of India. Born is New
Jersey in 1982, Avni Doshi's novel 'Burnt
Sugar' has been longlisted for the Booker
Prize 2020. However, the Indian readers have
already read this novel under the title of 'Girl
in White Cotton'.

Interestingly, this is the first novel of
Doshi and her writing style has won her
accolades, including the getting novel
longlisted for the Booker Prize 2020. Doshi
has been awarded the Tibor Jones South Asia
Prize and a Charles Pick Fellowship at the
University of East Anglia based on her manu-
script Girl in White Cotton. Her writing has
featured in Harper's Bazaar India, Art Asia
Pacificand Frieze.

It was art that brought her to India in her
mid-twenties, where she lived for seven
years, working as a curator with galleries
such as Latitude 28 in Delhi and Art Musings

B Dr. Swarnabharati

in Mumbai. Doshi embarked upon her first
novel in 2012, as she points out in one of her
interviews to The Indian Express, “I always
knew | wouldn't work as a curator for very
long — | wasn't very good, not academic
enough, too fanciful. When | started writing
fiction, it immediately felt better to me, and
since l loved reading, literature felt familiar. It
was only after | won the Tibor Jones Prize for
the first draft of this book in 2013, was
introduced to an agent and the literary
world, that | started to actually doubt myself.
Iwas sure | didn't know how to write, that this
was all a mistake.”

When | started reading about Doshi's
novel, | was puzzled by the two names of her
only novel, - Girl in White Cotton and Burnt
Sugar, which felt like some conspiracy.
However, | realized that it was quite an
interesting marketing strategy to publicize
the novel across the globe. She has talked
about the same in various interviews. Talking
about different titles of the book in India and
UK Doshi said to livemint.com, “The editing
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process was very straightforward. | was
lucky enough to work with two great editors.
Personally, | really like both titles, and think
they both resonate with the text. | trusted
the teams at Hamish Hamilton in the UK and
Fourth Estate in India, they clearly know their
markets.”

She also talked about changing the
name and title cover of her first book to The
Soup website. Doshi said to the website in
herinterview to Ankita Shah, “/ am so excited
to see the book come out in different
countries and also to see how readers
engage with the book. The title change
which was a collaborative decision came
after hearing my UK editor Hermione
Thompson's concerns about whether the
original title would translate in the same
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way for a UK audience. Covers are mostly
always different from region to region, and in
this case, | can't take any credit because I've
had the good fortune of having brilliant
designers do the covers for both editions. The
book is obviously layered and complex and |
think both point to different aspects of the
story. For the UK cover, the idea of the domes-
tic monster, something uncanny and yet
banal, was where the image stemmed from.
The cover for the UK edition is by Holly
Ovenden.”

The differences in titles and ISBN
numbers of the same novel prove the
attempt of Doshi and her literary agents to
maximize the readership and mileage for the
novel. Doshi changed her publisher from
Harper Collins India to Penguin International
to float her novel in international market. A
different editing lookout is employed for the
foreign version of the novel. The publishing
houses are approached by the literary
agents, because an author cannot directly
approach a publishing house. If you are a
best seller at home, then only such agents
will contact you, which enable you to pitch
the book for bigger international publishing
houses. The international publishing houses
make changes in the title of the novel as per
the sensibilities of the audience, as a cultural
translationis not usually suitable for titles.
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Campus Canvas
Practical Exams on campus
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Celebrating 74 years of Freedom

IITE celebrated 74th Independence Day at the campus following social distancing and safety
measures.Hon. Vice Chancellor Sir Dr. Harshad Patel hoisted the National Flag and wished
that on thisindependence day our country get free from the pandemic and its adversities
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